
The Puppets are Coming!
WestCURC was recently awarded a $340,000 grant from the City of Cincinnati towards the purchase of the Bell Building in the heart of the Harrison Avenue Neighborhood Business District.  WestCURC will purchase the building and convey it to Madcap Productions for use as a regional/national performing arts center.
The Madcap Center for Puppetry Arts will serve as a catalyst for the redevelopment of Westwood’s primary business district.  The Center will feature a puppet theater with weekly performances, professional theater training, community puppet workshops, and an exhibition hall with puppets from around the world. Madcap will also house its administrative functions in the Bell Building. 
WestCURC is thrilled that the Bell Building will once again be put into productive use and that arts programming is leading the revitalization of the business district.
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Form Based Codes
As you may know, Cincinnati will soon have a new tool to revitalize our neighborhoods using an innovative, community-driven alternative to conventional zoning called form-based codes. Form-based codes use physical form rather than the separation of uses as the organizing principle for the code.
The City of Cincinnati has been working towards the development of a city-wide form-based code for several years. After much study and hard work on the part of planners, lawyers, developers, community members, and policy makers, Cincinnati is poised to create a city-wide code in April 2012. The public is encouraged to participate in this important process. More details will follow in the spring.
Westwood has been selected to be one of four pilot neighborhoods to go through a neighborhood charrette process. Working with national and local consultants, Westwood residents will be asked, “What do you want Westwood to look like?”  Answering this question will impact the type of development that can take place in Westwood. We expect this work will take place in the Fall of 2012. Stay tuned for more information.
In the meantime, to learn more about form-based codes, please visit www.formbasedcodes.org. 
Housing Update
In 2011, WestCURC rehabbed 5 homes in the heart of the neighborhood. WestCURC purchased all 5 homes and completely updated each one with energy saving features as well as cosmetic changes like new kitchens and bathrooms. This reflects an investment of about $600,000.
As of November 30, 4 of the 5 have sold. We are so pleased to be able to offer high-quality homes at affordable prices and to welcome new neighbors to Westwood.
2919 Mignon is currently available for sale for $74,500.  It features 3-bedrooms, 2-baths, new electric, new roof, windows, water heater, and appliances. New appliances, a play room, and gleaming hardwood floors complete this lovely home.
Additional pictures can be found at www.starone.com. The home includes a 10-year property tax abatement and $1,000 towards closing costs. It is move-in ready!


2919 Mignon

Best Wishes for a Peaceful Holiday Season to All
Treasure Qwest Report
Treasure Qwest 2011 was a rousing success!
Teams came from all over the Tri-State area and enjoyed a morning full of fun and surprises. The event continues to attract a wide range of participants, from serious athletes to first-time racers looking to have fun. All in all, Westwood Works raised $1,200 from this exciting event.
Westwood’s Gardens
Looking back on 2011, it seems that gardening efforts took front and center stage in Westwood! We have always been a green community with volunteers actively planting plants and trees in the neighborhood, but this year, two special efforts are worth mentioning.
First, WestCURC, MSD, and the Cincinnati Park Board collaborated on an experimental rain garden in the rear of the former Habig’s parking lot at 3081 Harrison Avenue. This is designed to divert rain water away from the sewer system. Stop by to check it out!
Second, many thanks go to Board Member Joel Kimmet for his leadership in creating the new Westwood Community Gardens. Thirty raised beds provide Westwood residents the opportunity to grow vegetables and to build community. Make sure to “like” the Westwood Community Gardens on Facebook to follow the exciting work.
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